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Richard Mayhew recently 
wrote that the CoronaVirus 

pandemic is having a major 
impact on Israel and on the 
ministries of Nazareth Trust. As 
CEO of Nazareth Trust, Richard 
is fully aware of the sudden 
and major changes that have 
occurred at Nazareth Hospital, 
School of Nursing, Nazareth 
Village and SERVE.

Israel’s Ministry of Health has 
required Nazareth Hospital to 
prepare as many as 50 intensive 
care beds for patients who are 
infected with Covid-19. At this 
time, no patients at Nazareth 
Hospital have tested positive; 

however, Israel already has 677 
cases and hospital leadership 
has prepared for that scenario. 
This has been a jolt to normal 
operations at the 150-bed 
hospital.

Nazareth Village has closed 
until broad restrictions on travel, 
tourism and commerce are 
relaxed. Lectures for students 
at the School of Nursing have 
moved online. Most volunteers 
with SERVE Nazareth returned 
to their home countries. 

Richard also asked for our  
support: “The situation is fluid 

and we call on our friends 
and supporters to pray for us 
earnestly and regularly.”

 
 “Please pray for our medical
  staff who are under enormous

  pressure. They continue
  to care for patients on 12-hour
  shifts, with many of their own
  families at home in self-
 isolation. Pray for their  
 protection from the virus,
  strength to carry out duties
  above and beyond the norm
  and peace in their hearts and 
 minds at a time when their
  mental health is more crucial
 than ever.”

As Covid-19 cases were identified in Israel during the past several weeks the government took speedy 
action to reduce the spread of infections. Travelers from many Asian and European countries were 
not allowed to enter Israel. Restrictions were placed on the size of groups and many public events 
were cancelled. On March 9, Israel mandated a 14-day quarantine on all international arrivals. These 
restrictions led to the postponement of the Nazareth Challenge (bike ride and Jesus Trail hike) and the 
NPI sponsored tour to Israel/Palestine. Below are some recent updates from our partner, Nazareth Trust. 
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A nearly deserted Western Wall in Jerusalem’s Old City on March 12, 2020
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During 2020 and 2021 Nazareth 
Project is identifying volunteers 
from the US to assist chaplains 
and other spiritual care providers 
at Nazareth Hospital. The 
hospital plans to offer 24/7 
spiritual care to patients who 
request it. The hospital serves 
over 300,000 patients and 
families each year in a multi-
religious context. The Nazareth 
community is majority Muslim but 
patients are Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim.

This new volunteer opportunity 
is designed for Christians with 
experience in a ministry setting 
– from seminary students to 
seasoned elders, and everyone 
in between – who can serve 
for at least six weeks, and 
feel a calling to Christian 
spiritual care in an ethnically 
and religiously diverse 
environment.

Frank Kantor, Spiritual Director 
of Nazareth Trust, describes the new program: 
“Whether it’s 1pm or 1am, at the Intensive Care 
or at Outpatient Clinics, if someone would 
like somebody to sit with them and possibly 
pray with them, we want to be there. We want 
to provide a ministry of presence to all those 
who desire it, to provide a reassuring hand at a 
difficult time. Often in times of crisis, the offer 
of prayer can make a huge difference to 
someone and we want that option to be 
available for everyone and anyone.”

Spiritual Care volunteers will be part of an 
experienced team of local and international 
volunteers who deliver pastoral care to staff, 
patients, visitors, students and volunteers at their 
point of need.

For more information on this exciting new program, 
please contact Howard Good at howardgood@
nazarethproject.org or 717-290-1800.

 International volunteers to supplement Spiritual Care at Nazareth Hospital
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 “Please pray for our hospital management
 team, particularly our Deputy CEO, Waseem

  Dibbini, and Medical Director, Dr Fahed
  Hakim, as they make daily decisions on
  complex issues. They desperately need the
  Lord’s wisdom and strength.”

 
 “Please pray for School of Nursing students
 and the staff who continue to support them

  through their studies; for Nazareth Village
  staff who face an uncertain future due to the
  halt on tourism; and for our SERVE staff and
  the volunteers who remain.”

 
 “Lastly, please pray for continued financial
  resources as we experience enormous

  financial challenges due to loss of income
  alongside increased demands on the
  hospital.”

“Often in times of crisis, the offer of prayer can 
make a huge difference to someone and we 
want that option to be available for everyone and 
anyone.” 

-Frank Kantor, Nazareth Trust Spiritual Director
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Health-Focused Trip to Israel & Palestine: April 6–19, 2021
Eastern Mennonite University’s Alumni Office in cooperation 
with NPI is offering a unique and fascinating health-focused 
trip to Israel and Palestine that will be led by Linford and Janet 
Stutzman. In addition to exploring biblical and historical sites from 
Dan in the North to Bethlehem in Palestine in the south, from 
the Golan Heights to the shores of the Dead Sea, the tour will 
connect with some of the most innovative and inspiring models 
of health care in both Israel and Palestine. Included on the 
itinerary is a tour of Nazareth Hospital, Hadassah Hospital near 
Jerusalem and meetings with courageous individuals who cross 
cultural and religious divides to bring healing and hope to the 
peoples of Israel and Palestine.

For more information contact Howard Good at howardgood@
nazarethproject.org or email alumni@emu.edu to be added to a 
list of interested people.

Nazareth Challenge 2020: 
November 1–7, 2020

The five-day bike ride offers the opportunity 
to experience the Holy Land in a unique way. 
Starting in Tel Aviv, riders climb the foothills of 
Jerusalem and explore the old city, descend from 
Bethlehem to the Dead Sea and finish by cycling 
through the Galilee region and descending 
through the forests to Nazareth.
Hikers of the Jesus Trail will spend five 
days walking the 50 miles from Nazareth 
to Capernaum. Each day provides a 
completely different experience for the hikers. 
Accommodation includes staying in B&Bs run by 
Arab families, hotels located in Jewish Kibbutzes 
and guest houses on the Sea of Galilee’s shore.

NPI-sponsored Tour to 
Israel/Palestine: 

October or November 2020

This ten-day trip will visit Nazareth Hospital, 
Nazareth School of Nursing and Nazareth 
Village — important partner organizations of 
Nazareth Project. The tour will focus on historic 
sites, current realities and reasons for hope 
in present day Israel/Palestine (including holy 
sites in Galilee, the West Bank, Jerusalem and 
many other attractions near Jerusalem).

For more information on this exciting new 
program, please contact Howard Good at 
howardgood@nazarethproject.org or 
717-290-1800.

Rescheduled! Due to Covid-19 the Nazareth Challenge and NPI-sponsored tour were 
postponed from March until later in the year. Rescheduled dates are:

NEXT 

YEAR
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Update on Covid-19 in Israel 
and the impact on Nazareth 

Hospital  

Rescheduled Nazareth 
Challenge and NPI Tour to 

Israel/Palestine

Spiritual Care volunteer 
opportunities later 
in 2020 and in 2021
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An Israeli firefighter wearing protective 
clothes disinfects a bus station in the 

ultra-Orthodox town of Kiryat Ye’arim on 
March 18, 2020, after seventeen of the city’s 

residents were found to have Covid-19.
(Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)


